
Teamsters have a long history of giving back. But yesterday at the 29th
International Convention, members’ generosity was raised to a whole
new level when they pledged more than $1.4 million as part of an effort to

combat the scourge of opioid addiction. Another $22,000 was raised by passing
the bucket.

Local 24 President Travis Bornstein, along with his wife Shelly, started a
charity called Breaking Barriers – Hope is Alive, in order to help families strug-
gling with addiction. Their involvement in the issue is based on their own
heartbreak. The Bornsteins lost their son Tyler to an overdose in 2014 after
doctor-prescribed medication for an injury led to full-blown addiction. 

Travis Bornstein addressed the Convention because he wanted
Teamsters to know that the misuse of painkillers is a real concern for 
workers and their families. And
in a spontaneous and often
emotional fashion, the union
responded. Members gave him
multiple standing ovations.
They shared their own stories
of suffering with drug and alco-
hol issues.

But maybe most remarkably,
for more than an hour after
Brother Bornstein’s speech

Delegates and guests celebrated one of the union’s
most successful campaigns yesterday at the
Teamsters 29th International Convention.

Since launching the Drive Up Standards campaign in
2006, the union-wide effort to raise industry standards in
the school bus industry has become a model for its suc-
cess in organizing workers on a monumental scale.

Rick Middleton, head of the union’s Drive Up
Standards campaign, told delegates and guests that
when the campaign started in 2006, the union repre-
sented about 4,000 members in the industry. 

“We now have 46,000 bus operators nationwide,”
he said. “We have grown tenfold in 10 years…The
school bus industry is now a Teamster industry.” 

Fully half of Teamster locals now represent drivers,
monitors, aides, attendants and mechanics in the
school bus industry. And the campaign is still going
strong, winning organizing victories and good contracts
for members. 

Rank-and-file bus workers also addressed the
Convention to talk about the difference the union has
made in their lives. 

“We looked at a lot of different unions and decided
to go with the strongest. We called the Teamsters,” said
Michelle Quick, a Teamster bus driver and member of
Local 238 in Iowa. “A Teamster contract makes a huge
difference…The Teamsters prove that no corporation,
no matter how big, is beyond the law and justice.”
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Teamster leaders and retirees spoke out strongly yester-
day at the 29th International Convention for the need to
enact pension reforms that would ensure the nest eggs

of everyday Americans who work hard and deserve greater
retirement security.

They detailed the union’s successful fight to push back on
steep mandatory cuts of the Central States Pension Fund, but
also made clear that the work to ensure the future of all pen-
sions is ongoing and will require the work of all Teamsters, both
active and retired.

“Now we are on
to the bigger fight—
finding funding for
our pension funds
through legislative
means,” said John
Murphy, International
Vice President.

Mike Walden, a
Local 24 retiree from
Ohio who played an
active role in organ-
izing the fight against
Central States, said if
Teamsters unite on
the issue, the union
can win.

“We need to
come together to find
a better solution that
doesn’t hurt active participants or retirees,” he said. “Brothers
and sisters, do not give up, do not lie down.”

In response, Convention attendees approved a resolution
calling for pension reforms. As part of the resolution, the
Teamsters committed to protecting the retirement security of
Teamster members and retirees, as well as to “engage political
leaders, financial institutions and regulatory agencies to find
creative and enduring solutions that strengthen Teamster-affili-
ated pension funds.” 

The union also said it would work to repeal provisions of the
Multiemployer Pension Reform Act that force pension cuts on
participants and pass legislation that would bolster pension
plans like its own.

Speaking Out
Performers and speakers at yesterday’s session 

had a lot to live up to, and they didn’t disappoint. 
Delegates and guests heard from the following: Singer 

Joel Rafael; UAW President Dennis Williams; 
U.S. Sen. Elizabeth Warren via video greeting; 

and Local 25 President Sean O’Brien. 

Pensions Are Still a Top
Concern for Teamsters
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In the SPOTLIGHT
What does Teamster Strong

mean to you?

“Power.”
–Danny Grace, Local
830, Philadelphia

“Solidarity.”
–William Thompson,
Local 71, Charlotte,
N.C.

“United.”
–Rosario Torres, Local
948, Hanford, Calif. 

“Unity, strength in
numbers.”
–Lorrie Ward, Local
155, Vancouver, B.C.

“We build on the
power of those that
came before us and it’s
my obligation to carry
that forward for those
who come after us.”
–Cliff Hixson, Local 8,
State College, Pa.

ended, Teamster leaders from both the Teamsters United Slate and the
Hoffa-Hall Slate, regardless of politics, geography or any other differences,
lined up hundreds deep and pledged money to the charity on behalf of locals,
Joint Councils, Conferences and union clubs. They also donated personally.

The money will fund a drug treatment facility Breaking Barriers hoped to
build in Tyler Bornstein’s honor. The plan is to build it on the current vacant
lot in Akron, Ohio where Tyler was left to die in September 2014.

“Listen, brothers and sisters, I’ve never had a moment like this in my life,”
an overwhelmed Travis Bornstein said after taking in the response of his fel-
low Teamsters. “Thanks to you, we are going to make a difference. We’re
going to stand up and fight, and we aren’t going to let you down.”

Teamsters General President James P. Hoffa was also clearly moved.
“What do you say? We have all seen something here about what it is to be a
Teamster,” he said. Hoffa then embraced the Bornstein family at the podium.

The Teamsters, recognizing the importance of the issue, is set to consid-
er a resolution on the opiate painkiller epidemic at the Convention Friday
that, among other things, would call on government at every level to take
prescription medication addiction more seriously.

Breaking Barriers will also be hosting its first fundraising event on Aug.
21 at Raintree Country Club in Uniontown, Ohio. To find out more about par-
ticipating in the event or to become a sponsor, go to
www.NowWeFightForYou.com.

Brotherhood on Display
continued from page 1

Use the hashtag #teamsters2016
for a chance to see your photo 
featured in the next newsletter. 
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All Times and Events are Subject To Change

THURSDAY
AGENDA HIGHLIGHTS

8 a.m.  Exhibit Hall Opens

9 a.m. Convention Convenes

9:20 a.m. Election Supervisor 
Richard Mark

9:25 a.m.  Nominations for 
General President and 
General Secretary-Treasurer

10 a.m.  Waste Testimonial

11:25 a.m. Roosevelt Fellow 
Dorian Warren

11:45 a.m. U.S. Rep. Ruben Gallego

Noon Lunch Recess

2 p.m. Call to Order

2:15 p.m. Teamster Astronaut 
Jose Hernandez

4:10 p.m. Scholarship Testimonial

4:30 p.m. Recess for Nomination Vote

8 p.m. Announcement of 
Voting Results

Follow the 29th 
International Convention at

teamster.org/convention
facebook.com/Teamsters

Twitter and Instagram @Teamsters

Announcement of Results of Ballot Nomination Voting for

IBT Regional Vice Presidents

The Rules for the 2015-2015 IBT International Union Delegate and Officer
Election (“Rules”) provide that candidates for Regional Vice President
nominated from the floor must receive at least 5 percent of the delegate
votes cast by delegates from local unions within their geographic region.

The results of the secret ballot vote for Regional Vice President (by
region) are as follows:

EASTERN REGION 
VICE PRESIDENT

Total Votes Cast: 439
5-Percent Threshold: 22

Sean O’Brien 388
Dane Kane Sr. 385
William Hamilton 374
Randy Shepler 47
Bob Randall 44
Matt Taibi 40

CENTRAL REGION 
VICE PRESIDENT
Total Votes Cast: 451
5-Percent Threshold: 23

Gordon Sweeton 395
Brian Buhle 391
Becky Strzechowski 383
John Coli 362
Bill Frisky 55
Tony Jones 55
Avral Thompson 47
Robert Kopystynsky 44

WESTERN REGION 
VICE PRESIDENT

Total Votes Cast: 427
5-Percent Threshold: 22

Ron Herrera 338
Rome Aloise 335
Richard E. Middleton 294
Rick Hicks 95
Frank Halstead 19
Richard Galvan 18
Benny Hernandez 16

SOUITHERN REGION 
VICE PRESIDENT

Total Votes Cast: 143
5-Percent Threshold: 8

Tyson Johnson 134
Ken Wood 120
Kim Schultz 12
John Palmer 9

Canadian VPs Elected
International Vice Presidents from the Canadian

Region, Francois Laporte, Stan Hennessy and Craig
McInnes, were elected to the GEB by acclamation at the

Teamsters 29th International Convention yesterday. 
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